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Project Summary: 

Journey's Community Center is a registered not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization recognized by 

the Internal Revenue Service and the State of Illinois. Journey’s Community Center operates as a 

charitable organization and functions as a non-medical outpatient mental health agency. The 

property at 6632-6634 Roosevelt Road was previously utilized by split tenants, including a first-

floor retail shop and a second-floor office space that housed "Housing Forward." The property 

remained vacant from 2018 until 2023 when Journey’s Community Center acquired the site. 

Currently, the site has an approved occupancy designation for Corporate Office and Administrative 

Work use. The sixty-five-hundred-square-foot building is a two-story structure with a maximum 

occupancy of seventy-five individuals. Since its acquisition by Journey’s Community Center in 

December 2023, the property has undergone renovations to upgrade structural, mechanical, and 

safety systems to comply with the most up-to-date Village ordinance and building codes. 

 

Journey’s Community Center requests a special use permit to expand the site to include non-

medical outpatient psychotherapy services and small group mental health workshops that do not 

exceed the approved occupancy criteria. Although Journey’s Community Center is not a medical 

practice, psychotherapy services are classified by the Oak Park Zoning Ordinance, Article 2.3, as 

a Medical/Dental Clinic. 
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Special Use Approval Standards: Section 14.2 (E) 

 

The recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals and decision of the Village Board must 

make findings to support each of the following conclusions: 

 

1. The establishment, maintenance, and operation of the proposed special use will not 

endanger the public health, safety, or welfare. 

The 6632-6634 Roosevelt Road property has been updated to meet Oak Park building codes and 

ordinances. To ensure public health, safety, and welfare, the facility undergoes regular 

maintenance, including fire alarm system checks and adherence to safety protocols. As a mental 

health agency, Journeys does not produce, sell, or distribute hazardous materials, nor does it 

create unsanitary conditions or other health hazards. The occupancy limit is set to fewer than 75 

individuals, mitigating risks related to traffic, fire hazards, and unsafe building conditions. 

Additionally, our non-medical services do not contribute to noise pollution, environmental 

degradation, or other nuisances, maintaining the quality of life for residents. 

2. The proposed special use is compatible with the general land use of adjacent properties 

and other property within the immediate vicinity. 

The property at 6632-6634 West Roosevelt Ave, Oak Park, Illinois, built in 1921, has historically 

served various commercial purposes, including retail and office space. Within a 300-foot radius, 

several small businesses operate, including a dentist's office, dry cleaners, vehicle oil change 

company, bank, and restaurants. The proposed use of the building aligns with the existing uses 

and character of the surrounding area. The architectural style and design are consistent with 

neighboring properties, and Journeys' operations (Monday to Saturday, 9 am to 8 pm) do not 

disrupt adjacent businesses or traffic. The site includes private parking with seven spaces, 

including one accessible space. No exterior alterations are planned that would affect pedestrian 

or vehicular traffic flow. 

3. The special use in the specific location is consistent with the spirit and intent of this 

Ordinance and adopted land use policies. 

The proposed special use permit request aligns with the overall goals and purposes of the zoning 

ordinance by promoting orderly development, protecting the health and safety of residents, and 

enhancing the quality of life in the community. The Roosevelt Road district is zoned for business 

and commercial usage. The RR-T District is intended to promote pedestrian-friendly and 

accessible building design and site planning while ensuring adequate parking. Additionally, this 

request aligns with two key priority areas identified in Oak Park’s Public Health Department’s 

2022 Community Needs Assessment Goals: increasing awareness of mental wellness and 

ensuring access to equitable care. 

4. The special use conforms to the regulations of the zoning district in which it is to be 

located. 
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The property at 6632-6634 West Roosevelt Ave, Oak Park, Illinois, conforms with the zoning 

district regulations as a Medical/Dental clinic. According to the current zoning ordinance, 

Medical/Dental Clinics are permitted in the Roosevelt Road District upon approval of a special 

use permit. 
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