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Memorandum 
 
To: Oak Park Village Board of Trustees 
 
From: Environment & Energy Commission 
 
Date: August 20, 2024 
 
Subject: Composting Program 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Board of Trustees:  
 
There has been growing interest and urgency in the Oak Park community in expanding our 
composting program from the current opt-in model to a universal model. When food waste 
decomposes in landfills, it’s a significant source of methane, an extremely potent greenhouse 
gas. A report from May 2024 conducted by the nonprofit, Industrious Labs, reveals that 
methane emissions from landfills is vastly underestimated. The nonprofit, Project Drawdown, 
has identified reducing food waste as one of the most impactful actions individuals can take to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Oak Park’s composting program has been quite successful 
relative to many other municipalities in the state, but we can do better. Only about one third of 
eligible households currently participate in the program. Additionally, Climate Ready Oak Park 
has identified composting as an important part of the village’s overall plan to reduce emissions 
and become more sustainable. 
 
While the current contract with Lakeshore Recycling Systems doesn’t expire until 2027, we 
have options in the short term to respond to community calls for a more robust composting 
program. The EEC proposes launching a pilot program to significantly increase public food scrap 
drop-off sites. The village currently only has five public drop-off sites, primarily concentrated in 
north Oak Park, meaning we have significant gaps in the locations served by this program. 
Additionally, there’s a lack of awareness within the community of the public food scrap drop-off 
program, and the bins can be difficult to find even when people have arrived at the locations.  
 
The EEC recommends using funds available through the environmental services department to 
double the number of drop-off sites, expanding to 10 locations across Oak Park, prioritizing 
underserved areas. With respect to the selection of locations, we recommend pursuing 
potential partnerships with grocery stores, churches and other faith institutions, and looking 
into possible locations at parks and libraries. The locations must be accessible to cars and LRS 
trucks. 
 
We believe there is an opportunity to build awareness and community engagement by 
partnering with D97 and D200, or local arts institutions, to have local artists and youth paint the 
compost bins. Not only will this make the bins more aesthetically pleasing, but they will also be 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/xdjws328/production/b562620948374268b8c6da61ec1c44960a8d5879.pdf
https://drawdown.org/


more clearly identifiable for residents using the program, so they can quickly find the correct 
bins. Incorporating a public art project into the rollout of the expanded drop-off program gives 
the village an opportunity to make it an educational outreach event. Additionally, to drive more 
awareness and easier access to information about the drop-off sites and the CompostAble 
program, we recommend the village install signing at key locations around the community 
(parks, libraries, schools, etc.) with a QR code that directs people to the map of the drop-off 
locations on the Village of Oak Park website.  
 
It’s clear that Oak Park can do more to reduce food waste and encourage residents to compost. 
And research shows food waste has a greater climate impact that we previously thought. As we 
move closer to 2030 and the goals set forth in Climate Ready Oak Park, we urge the Board to 
consider moving forward with programs that will help us continue to reduce our greenhouse 
gas emissions. The EEC recommends launching a pilot program to expand our public food-scrap 
drop-off sites as a first step, as we move toward a universal composting program.  
 
Thank you,  
Environment and Energy Commission 
 



Look for the gray carts and 
food-scrap compost drop off 
sign at all five locations

• 1010 N. Ridgeland Ave. North 
Water Pump Station near 
the corner of Ridgeland and 
Berkshire

• 1125 Ontario St.
 Holley Court Parking Garage 

at the Marion Street entrance/
exit near the bicycle racks

• 720 North Blvd.
 Avenue Parking garage near 

the main entrance

• 102 N. Lombard Ave. 
Adjacent to the Central 
Water Pump Station

• 207 Garfield St.
 Adjacent to the South Water 

Pump Station
 
Kitchen compost pails are 
now available for purchase at 
the Village Hall cashier’s window 
for $10

Oak Park Compost 
Drop-Off Sites

YARD WASTE/COMPOST


