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1. Call to Order / Roll Call

AGEND 

FACILITY REVIEW COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, December 20, 2023 

Village Hall - Room 101 

6:30PM 

• Brief introduction of Committee Members (Name, Other Commission Involvement,

Background, etc.)

2. Agenda Approval

3. New Business:

1. Village Hall and Police Department Project History

2. Village Hall and Police Department Project Goals

4. Other / Old Business:

1. Future Meeting Dates

a. Wednesday, January 17th, 2024 at 6:30PM in Village Hall- Room 101

2. Proposed Meeting Dates- Third Wednesday of the month

i. Wednesday, February 2l5t, 2024 at 6:30PM

ii. Wednesday, March 27th
, 2024 at 6:30PM

1. In place of Wednesday, March 20th
, 2024, due to early voting procedures

5. Public Comment

Public comment is a time set aside at the end of the meeting for persons to make public 

comments about an issue or concern; however, it is not intended to be a dialogue with the 

Committee. Public comment will be limited to 60 minutes with a limit of three minutes per 

comment. Public statements of up to three minutes will be read into the record at the meeting. 

Individuals should email statements to FRC@oak-park.us to be received no later than 30 

minutes prior to the start of the meeting. If email is not an option, you can drop comments off 

in the Oak Park Payment Drop Box across from the entrance to Village Hall, 123 Madison St., to 

be received no later than the day prior to the meeting. 

6. Adjournment

If you require assistance to participate in any Village program or activity, contact the ADA Coordinator at 708-358-5430 or email 

ADACoordlnator@oak-park.us at least 48 hours before the scheduled activity. 































Facility Review Committee- Public Comment for December 20, 2023 

Comment 1: Received December 18, 2023 at 4:17pm- Kevin Brubaker  

Thank you for serving on this important committee. 

By way of background, I clearly remember touring Village Hall the day it opened in 1975. I was therefore 

shocked to hear that anyone was even contemplating tearing it down. 

It was - and is - a model of open architecture reflecting Oak Park's democratic values. Until the post­

COVID wall of plexiglass turned the facility into a poor copy of a 19th century bank, Village Hall was open 

and welcoming. The fact that various departments worked side by side and with easy public access 

fostered values of participation and cooperation. And while it is unfortunate that the Police department 

was relegated to a windowless basement, that decision was made at the request of Oak Park's police 

chief. 

Like many buildings approaching middle age, this one is in need of rehabilitation. As you contemplate 

this, though, I urge you to think modestly and creatively. 

Modestly: Oak Park doesn't need a massive building renewal or a new Village Hall; we simply need to fix 

the leaks, improve accessibility, and build a new police facility. Much of the white-collar workforce in 

America now works a hybrid schedule; don't build out space for every employee to be at Village hall 40 

hours/week. Challenge anyone who tells you Village staff is outgrowing this building. 

Creatively: When the police eventually move out of the basement, what other Village needs could be 

addressed by that space? Are there School, Library, Park Service, or Township needs that could be met? 

For example, what about moving D97 out of 541 Madison and putting that building back on the tax 

rolls? Alternatively, what Village space needs could be met elsewhere? For example, I've visited a 

number of public libraries where you can check out a book, pay a parking ticket, and pick up a permit 

application all in one building. 

I look forward to following your progress, 

Kevin Brubaker 

Comment 2: Received December 20, 2023 at 4:44pm- Michael Iversen 

Facility Review Committee: 

The following is public comment regarding tonight's meeting on the Village Hall building. 

1. On the Facility Review Committee's web page, I noticed that two documents were previously 

completed but not included, referenced or disclosed during the July 5, 2023 Village Board discussion on 

Village Hall (Agenda J. MOT 23-67, 'A Motion to Select an Option for the Police Station Improvement 

Project and Direct Staff to Prepare Final Conceptual Design Drawings and Advance to Schematic Design 

the Village Board's Selected Option'.

These documents are as follows; 

- Village Hall Facility Condition Assessment {Cordogan Clark, June 6, 2023).



-Space Needs Program (FGMA, March 3, 2023)

Why weren't these documents made public prior to the Village Board meeting on July 5, or 

referenced during the meeting, as they were essential to any discussion? 

2. The Village Hall Facility Condition Assessment (Cordogan Clark, June 6, 2023) provides a total

estimated cost for all recommended improvements of $5.SM. This is significantly below previous cost

estimates by FGMA and discussed by the board for various renovation and new construction options

($75-135M) .. How can there be such a disparity between Cordogan Clark and FGMA cost estimates?

3. Space Needs Program (FGMA, March 3, 2023) despite the trend toward less staff and space needed

for municipal governments due to online resources and remote workers, FGMA somehow calls for 17

more staff positions and an additional 9,200 sf of space. Most of the additional staff are categorized as

interns, assistants to dept. heads and future staff. Also, there is no mention of how many office

positions have been replaced by remote workers, and thereby downsizing space needs.

In summary, the previous village board public discussions regarding Village Hall have not been 

transparent, having excluded essential documents. Furthermore, the information previously provided by 

FGMA is highly questionable, both in terms of costs and space needs. 

I recommend the Facility Review Committee reflect and review prior village board discussions, and re­

establish a credible and accurate line of inquiry. 

Regards, Michael Iversen 


