
ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
  

Meeting Minutes 
August 1, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

  
Village Hall, Room 101 

 

Commission Members Present: Liz Lukehart (Chair), Tejas Shah, Darryl Baker, 
Ramona Blaber, Cassandra West, Lisa Boone, Emily Neumann (arrived 8:10) 

Commission Members Absent: Carly Provost-Rizor, Madisyn Burke (attempted to call 
in) 

Staff Present: Marcella Bondie Keenan, Chief Sustainability Officer; Abby Zielinski, 
Sustainability Coordinator 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Lukehart at 7:00 p.m. 

1. Approval of Agenda: A Motion was made to approve the agenda, and it was 
unanimously approved with no revisions.   

2. Approval of Minutes: A Motion was made to approve the previous meeting 
minutes, it was unanimously approved with no revisions.   

3. Public Comment: There was one public comment read by Staff Liaison Zielinski. 
The comment is attached with these minutes.  

4. International Dark Sky Association Presentation: Guest presenter, Ken 
Walczak, shared information on Dark Sky concepts, including the impacts of light 
on wildlife and humans, the lack of correlation between brighter outdoor light and 
crime, energy usage, and solutions to reducing light pollution. Presentation slides 
are attached with these meeting minutes.  
 
Commissioner Boone asked about the status of the Village’s light replacements. 
Staff Liaison Bondie Keenan replied that the alley light replacement project using 
Dark Sky compliant lights is in progress.  

 
5. Parkway Planting Ordinance: Staff Liaison Zielinski presented on community 

feedback on the draft Parkway Planting Ordinance, and she presented on the 
revised draft Parkway Planting Ordinance.  Presentation slides are attached with 
these meeting minutes. Discussion included the following:  

• Commissioner Boone asked how existing structures/fences/containers in 
the parkway would be dealt with once a Parkway Planting Ordinance is 
adopted. Commissioner Boone asked if the ordinance could be 
“grandfather in”, or give permission to leave existing 
structures/fences/containers in place.  



• Commissioner Blaber asked how invasive and aggressive plants are 
addressed in the ordinance. Staff Liaison Zielinski explained that the 
updated draft includes under the definition of Plantings, that “The Village 
Forester shall maintain a list of native and pollinator plants that are 
recommended for planting in Village parkways and a list of plants that are 
discouraged from planting in Village parkways.” 

• Commissioners Lukehart and Shah recommended that structures and 
containers of a certain size are allowed in the parkway without a permit 
and insurance. Commissioner Lukehart suggested that the ordinance 
includes a weight threshold for containers that are allowed without a 
permit.   

• Commissioner Shah asked that the $500,000 insurance requirement be 
reconsidered because it may be a burden to parkway landscaping for 
residents. Commissioner Shah requested further explanation of how the 
value of $500,000 was determined.  

• Commissioners Lukehart and West asked that the Intent section of the 
ordinance is revised to promote a minimum of the planted area as 70% 
native or all native.   

 
The EEC voted to table this item and requested to receive additional information 
to address their concerns (listed above) prior to voting on a recommendation to 
the Board. 

 
6. Work Planning for Waste Rate Ordinance: Staff Liaison Bondie Keenan 

explained existing waste rates in Oak Park, Climate Ready Oak Park waste 
reduction goals, and example rate structures that consider factors of affordability, 
and/or waste reduction. Examples of rate structures include Pay-As-You-Throw, 
Customer Charges, and Minimum Bills. The discussion included the following:  

 
• Commissioner Shah would like the EEC to consider price sensitivity, or at 

what point will residents’ behavior change in response to the waste rates. 
Liaison Bondie Keenan explained that there are research papers on this 
and a survey for Oak Park could be conducted.  

• Commissioners requested that Staff follow up with the Environmental 
Services Manager to confirm if the Village pays for recycling services and 
to confirm if residents currently have the option to opt-out of recycling.  

• Commissioner Lukehart is interested in a pilot project where households 
would receive composting for free. 

• Commissioner Boone is interested in an inclining block rate, where the 
price increases as a customer uses more of the service. Commissioner 
Neuman noted that the inclining block rate may not be effective for the 
people that are creating the most waste, if cost is not a burden. 
Commissioner Shah agreed that the waste rate structure needs to impact 
the people who are creating the most waste. Commissioner Boone and 



Blaber noted data comparing residents’ usage to neighbors could help 
incentivize people.  

• A community member, McLouis Robinet, offered to present a 
recommendation for increasing composting in the Village at a future 
meeting. 

• The EEC recommended that the Village conduct a waste rate study. The 
EEC’s goal is to determine the most affordable way to increase 
composting and reduce waste. The EEC would also like to develop an 
outreach plan to the community and focus on equity impacts. The EEC will 
plan to make a recommendation to the Board next year on a new rate 
structure.  

 
7. 2023 EEC Work Plan Troubleshooting: There were no questions or concerns 

about workplan items.  
 

8. New Business: The EEC had no new business items to discuss.  

9. Adjourn: At 8:31 p.m. a motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved 
to adjourn the meeting.  



Anonymous Comment for EEC 

Received via email on 7/30/23 

I keep hearing that Illinois has a right to dry provision that allows people to dry their clothes outdoors in 
the sun and that it overrides any Condo or HOA rules.  But I can't find the actual law online.   

In our condo association we get a violation notice and a $25 fine if any laundry is visible outside of our 
units.   

There are many of us who would like to avoid the fossil fuel guzzling natural gas dryers provided in the 
laundry room (we're not allowed to have washers and dryers in our units) but can't afford the fines.   

If this isn't an Illinois Law that we're already allowed to dry laundry outdoors, could the Oak Park 
Sustainability group initiate it as a village ordinance?   
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Chicago Alley Lighting Project: Final Evaluation Report, 2000



9 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10940-022-09539-8
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https://ja.ma/3GssNW4
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https://ja.ma/3rq9sAC
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2019.108823
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Parkway Planting 
Ordinance

Community Survey 
Results

August 1, 2023



Parkway Planting Survey
239 responses July 13 – July 25

1. Definition of plantings & Forester plant list
• 91% support, 9% Do not support

2.      Permit required for container, fence, structure
No permit required for plantings alone. 

• 69% support, 31% Do not support



Parkway Planting Survey
3. Owner/occupant adjacent to parkway maintains 
plantings

• 92% support, 8% Do not support

4. Maximum height 36” (except clear sight area 30”)
• 78% support, 22% Do not support

5. Village notification prior to planned work in parkway
• 89% support, 11% Do not support



Parkway Planting Survey
6. Comments for ordinance concepts not supported



Parkway Planting Survey
7. What type of plants would you like to plant in the parkway?

• 207 Native plants, 115 Edible plants, 53 non-native plants, 27 
other, 18 unsure 

8. Would you like the ordinance to suggest or require that a 
minimum % of the planted area is native vegetation?

• 53% suggestion, 31% requirement, 16% No

9. Minimum % native you would like to be required or 
suggested

• 50%, none, 70%, other, 30% 



Parkway Planting Survey
10. What type of assistance would encourage you to plant 
native and pollinator plants?

• 185 Technical Assistance, 121 Financial Assistance, 79 Labor 
Assistance, 35 Other

11. Interest in Programs
• 148 native garden walks, 132 native yard signs, 123 Native Plant 

Garden Award, 46 other



Parkway Planting Survey
Open-ended Comments



Revisions to 
Draft Parkway Planting Ordinance



Staff Task Force
• Village Manager’s Office

• Sustainability, DEI Officer, Deputy Village Manager
• Public Works

• Director, Engineer
• Fire Department

• Chief, Marshal
• Development Customer Services

• Director, Building Official
• Village Planner
• Village Attorney



25-1-1: Purpose and Intent
B. Intent

3. The planting of native and pollinator plants in Village parkways with a
minimum of thirty percent (30%) of the area of parkway plantings
recommended to be native plants. Native plants are a necessary part of a
healthy ecosystem and perform functions including, but not limited to, wildlife
food and habitat, stormwater attenuation and purification, air purification,
and community aesthetics. Landscaping with native plants encourages
environmentally-sound maintenance practices by requiring minimal use of
water, pesticides, and fertilizers. Furthermore, the planting of native plants in
Village parkways supports the Village’s commitment to establish thirty percent
(30%) of the Village’s land as green infrastructure or enhanced park
management.



25-1-2: Definitions

NATIVE PLANTS: Plants that existed in the local ecosystem prior to European
settlement.

POLLINATOR PLANTS: Flowering perennials or annuals that provide the nectar
and pollen essential for a flourishing pollinator population. Pollinators include
hummingbirds, butterflies, bees, and other beneficial insects.



25-1-5: Tree and Shrub Maintenance 
and Planting Approval 

A. Scope Of Requirement: No person except the Forester, an agent of the
Forester or a contractor hired by the Village may perform any of the following acts
without first obtaining approval from the Forester:
…

3. Place on Village owned property, either above or below ground level, a
container, fence, or structure for trees, or shrubs or plantings between March 1 and
October 31 without first obtaining a permit, right of way encroachment agreement
and required insurance naming the Village as an additional insured in the amount of
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) subject to the review and approval of
the Village Attorney;

7. Place on Village owned property, either above or below ground level, a
container, fence, or structure for trees, shrubs, or plantings between November 1 and
February 28.



25-1-10: Plantings in Parkways 
Fronting or Abutting Parcels or Lots

The Village shall attempt to notify a property owner, occupant, or lessee of
the lot or parcel that fronts, abuts, or is adjacent to parkway plantings two (2)
weeks prior to any planned Village work at the parkway that may cause
disturbance to plantings, except in cases of emergency.
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