
ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY COMMISSION 
  

Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

  
Village Hall, Room 201 

 

Commission Members Present: Liz Lukehart (Chair), Tejas Shah, Darryl Baker, 
Ramona Blaber, Cassandra West 

Commission Members Absent: Lisa Boone, Madisyn Burke, Carly Provost-Rizor, Emily 
Neumann 

Staff Present: Marcella Bondie Keenan, Chief Sustainability Officer; Abby Zielinski, 
Sustainability Coordinator 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Lukehart at 7:00 p.m. 

1. Approval of Agenda: A Motion was made to approve the agenda, and it was 
unanimously approved with no revisions.   

2. Approval of Minutes: A Motion was made to approve the previous meeting 
minutes, it was unanimously approved with none opposed.    

3. Introductions: Commissioner Shah joined for his first meeting as a 
commissioner, and the other commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  

4. Public Comment: There was one public comment read by Staff Liaison Bondie 
Keenan. The comment is attached with these minutes.  

5. A motion to recommend the proposed amendment to the Oak Park energy 
code: Chief Building Official, Steve Cutaia, presented on the proposed building 
energy code amendments. The presentation included the Building Code Advisory 
Commission’s (BCAC) recommendation to adopt the 2021 ICC International 
Energy Conservation Code and amendments to require all new commercial and 
residential buildings to be fully electric. The presentation slides are attached with 
these meeting minutes. Discussion ensued including scenarios for remodeling 
and clarification on the exceptions to the fully electric requirements. 
Commissioner Blaber also asked about the potential impact of waiving permit 
fees for electrification projects, and Steve Cutaia replied that there would not be 
a significant impact in comparison to the total project cost.  

The commission voted to recommend the proposed amendments to the Oak 
Park energy code with the following amendment to Appendix P: The minimum 
amount of electric vehicle (EV) ready parking spaces shall be provided at the rate 
of 1 EV ready space for every 5 parking spaces.  



6. Biodiversity policies & programs to achieve Climate Ready goals: Staff 
Liaison Zielinski presented on Climate Ready Oak Park biodiversity policies and 
programs, including an overview of current biodiversity projects and a summary 
of the feedback received from the No Mow May Survey. Current projects include 
the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge and the Pesticide Free Pledge, and an upcoming 
initiative is a Community Biodiversity Survey. The presentation slides are 
attached with these meeting minutes.  
Discussion included the following: 

• The EEC agreed to use EEC budget for tabling materials towards having 
the wooden photo board repainted by an artist. The board will be used at 
events, including the Farmers’ Market. 

• Commissioner Shah recommended an educational component with the 
commitments described in the pesticide free pledge. 

• Commissioners Lukehart recommended an educational campaign that 
prioritizes native plants in addition to No Mow May, if it is implemented in 
the future.  

• Commissioner Lukehart would like ordinances to be updated to allow 
planting in parkways and to limit light pollution with respect to wildlife. Staff 
Liaison noted that these ordinances can be discussed at upcoming 
meetings.  

 
7. Incorporation of environmental justice into EEC work plan activities: 

Commissioners discussed potential strategies to address environmental justice 
issues within their workplan items. The EEC decided that environmental justice 
will be discussed with all workplan items as they come up on meeting agendas, 
and environmental justice discussions should include residents and any other 
impacted individuals such as business owners.  The EEC also discussed the 
importance of supporting communities that are disproportionately impacted by 
climate change. Commissioner Shah recommended continuing education for the 
EEC on environmental justice within Oak Park.  

 
8. 2023 EEC Work Plan Troubleshooting: There were no questions or concerns 

about workplan items. Commissioner Shah will need to be added to the work 
plan.  

 
9. New Business: The EEC had no new business items to discuss.  

10. Adjourn: At 8:28 p.m. a motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved 
to adjourn the meeting.  



1

Zielinski, Abby

From: William Arnold <william.arnold@wea-design.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 6, 2023 6:35 PM
To: Sustainability
Subject: Environment & Energy Commission Meeting Public Comment

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.  

Having looked at proposed SectionX301 I would like to endorse the following:

EV Readiness Provide One charging station for 20 parking spaces in multifamily. Single family homes should be ready for
EV by minimally having adequate 220 V power supply available.

Solar readiness Please require solar ready homes to be inclusive of roofs designed for the anticipated structural load.

Battery storage readiness or installation Minimally require buildings to be ready to accommodate solar power and
storage readiness.

Thank you,

Bill Arnold
1012 S Grove Ave, Oak Park, Il 60304
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